
 

Page | 1 
 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATION TO ALL LAWYERS 

CHAMBER OF ADVOCATES 

JUNE 3, 2020 

POST COVID-19 PROTOCOLS FOR 
THE RE-OPENING OF THE COURT 
 

Following meetings held between the Chamber, the Association of 
Judges and Magistrates, the Court Agency and the Minister for 
Justice an agreement has been reached on the principles that shall 
guide all concerned in the judicial process in the manner in which 
the Courts of Justice shall gradually start to function again by 
Monday 8th June 2020.  Those principles which are being set out 
in this communication have been determined between the parties 
basing themselves on the recommendations of the superintendent 
of public health which provides guidance on safety measures in 
courtrooms.   

The parties to these meetings have already agreed that they shall 
be meeting again on Friday 12th June, to take stock of the 
situation as it develops over the first week of operation of the 
courts, and to make such amendments to these protocols as may 
be necessary after that week’s experience. 

The principal object of the exercise is to ensure that with the re-
opening of the court building and the lifting of the restrictions of 
court hearings, there is a risk-based process which will allow the 
courts of justice to function without exposing those persons who 
either work in court or litigants to unnecessary risk.  Accordingly, 
all the measures that are to be implemented have two principal 
aims: 

(a) To reduce the volume of people who will be required 
to attend court sittings as a first measure; and 
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(b) To take the necessary precautions to ensure that the 
health and safety of those using the court services are 
not exposed to unwarranted risks. 

Reducing the number of people who shall be required to attend 
court sittings 

The following are the measures that will be implemented to 
achieve this aim as of Friday 5th June 

1. A system shall be adopted whereby only circa 50% of halls 
will be used at the same time.  This should have the effect 
of significantly reducing the number of cases being heard 
in any one day.  It is also expected that courtrooms being 
used in any one day will be spread out across the court 
building to ensure that there is no congestion of people in 
any one part of the building or outside particular halls. 
Security personnel will be tasked with enforcing these 
measures within the court building. 
 

2. In addition, hearings will be conducted by appointment 
only.  Each case will be given a time when it will be heard, 
and there will therefore a restricted number of cases in any 
one hall over a particular day.  Sitting appointments which 
have not yet been postponed are being updated so that 
daily sittings are restricted to conform to the 
recommendations of the public health department.  
Lawyers should be receiving communications from Judges’ 
chambers to address the issue of sittings happening on 
Monday and Tuesday 8th and 9th June 2020, so that this 
matter can be properly regulated. 
 

3. Lawyers are directed, until further notice, to communicate 
with their clients to avoid coming to court on the date of 
hearing of their cases.  This applies only to civil cases and 
does not apply in the case of an accused in criminal 
proceedings. Unless it is necessary for litigants to be 
present during a particular sitting, for instance because 
they are to give viva voce evidence lawyers should arrange 
with their clients not to attend court.  This is an important 
aspect for the reduction of the volume of people that will 
attend the court building.   
 

4. Sittings of the Court of Magistrates, better known as 
“District Sittings”, which are known to attract a significant 
number of people to court will not be conducted for the 
next few weeks.  This should further reduce the number of 
people who may be required to attend at the court 
building. 
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5. Lawyers are further encouraged to discuss and explore 

with judges and magistrates the possibility of holding 
virtual hearings using available technology where there is 
agreement that this is suitable for the particular hearing.   
 

6. In addition, lawyers are also encouraged to explore and 
discuss with judges and magistrates, with the aim of 
avoiding the unnecessary attendance of people in court, 
the possibility of adjourning hearings where a number of 
viva voce witnesses are scheduled to be heard to a date 
in September/October; and where there are case 
management issues that can easily be addressed through 
written notes or pleadings without the requirement of a 
hearing. 

Measures for those attending in court  

1. Entry to Court.   
a. Court staff shall refuse entry into the law courts of 

any person who is ill or shows symptoms of illness.  
b. All persons entering the law court building, 

including lawyers, shall be subject to a 
temperature check at entrance for the presence of 
fever and those with a temperature of more than 
37.2o Celsius shall be denied entrance. 

c. In the event that a litigant is to enter court because 
his or her presence in court for a hearing is 
necessary (see3 above) entry will only be allowed 
a few minutes before the time scheduled for 
his/her hearing, but not before.  This is intended 
to avoid unnecessary congestion outside 
courtrooms.  Court Staff will have a list of cases for 
the day in each hall and will check the details of 
each person to ensure that entry is only allowed in 
accordance with the time scheduled for that 
particular hearing.  

Social Distancing 

2. Distancing is to be maintained at all times.  Court officials 
will be tasked with ensuring that social distancing is to be 
maintained both inside court halls as well as in any other 
place within the court buildings.  The distance to be 
maintained is that of two (2) metres. 

3. All persons in common areas should wear a mask or visor 
at all times.  For security reasons wearing visors that will 
enable proper identification is preferred. 
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4. In each courtroom there must be 4 square metres of space 
per person, including court staff.  Court staff shall be 
tasked with ensuring that this space is maintained. 
 

5. There will be visible markings on the floor of court rooms 
that will indicate the appropriate distance to be 
maintained.    
 

6. Acrylic or tempered glass screens have been installed in 
court rooms to ensure that witnesses giving evidence are 
segregated from lawyers and court officials within court 
rooms. 

Other hygiene measures 

7. Non-essential items of furniture have been removed from 
courtrooms.  
 

8. All furniture items except those behind the acrylic or 
tempered glass screens are to cleaned between one case 
and the next. Using chairs and tables that can be placed 
at safe distances inside the courtroom and that can be 
easily cleaned is therefore recommended.   Arrangements 
have been made for court officers to conduct such cleaning 
between one sitting and another. 
 

9. In view of the risk of transmission from handling of 
documents, electronic versions of documents should be 
disseminated and as far as possible should be resorted to.  
 

10. The use of gloves offers protection if paper documents 
need to be handled. 

 
11. In order to ensure proper and safe ventilation inside 

courtrooms, court services shall: 
i. Keep doors and windows open; 
ii. Adjust air-conditioning units for more 

ventilation and recirculated air-
conditioning avoided. 

iii. Air-conditioner unit flaps should be 
directed towards the ceiling. Filters should 
be cleaned well and maintained properly.  
 

12. A combination of cleaning and disinfection is the most 
effective means of removing the COVID-19 virus. 
 

13. Lawyers are asked to keep a sanitizer which they can use 
when required.  An appropriate 70% alcohol hand-rub 
shall be placed at the entrance of the law courts and each 
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courtroom and all persons are to sanitise their hands prior 
to entry in a court room. 
 

14. Microphones in court rooms will have covers that will allow 
them to be sanitized between one use and another.  
Sanitizers will be provided in the court room to ensure that 
a lawyer will have the ability of himself/herself sanitizing a 
microphone before use. 
 

15. The Court agency will ensure that courtrooms are cleaned 
and disinfected at least daily. All surfaces that are 
frequently touched should be prioritised for cleaning, i.e. 
door handles, tables, chairs and acrylic or tempered glass 
screens (if installed). Between cases, cleaning surfaces of 
chairs, tables and the witness stand with detergent and 
water is sufficient. 
 

16. Cleaning in the law court building should prioritise 
counters, display boards, noticeboards, desks, tables, 
telephones, door handles, railings, intercoms, lift buttons 
and any other surfaces which are frequently touched by 
persons and staff and can become contaminated. Cleaners 
may be able to do a 2-in-1 clean and disinfection by using 
a combined detergent and disinfectant. 

 

The above guidelines are intended to set out for lawyers what they 
ought to expect if they have a sitting during the week commencing 
Monday 8th June.  As already stated above, lists of sittings are 
currently being revised so as to ensure that these conform to the 
above principles and to the recommendations of the public health 
department.  No sittings will, or ought to be held, even if these 
are merely case management sittings, where more than one case 
is appointed for hearing at the same time.  These principles are 
intended to ensure the safety of one and all within the precincts 
of the court building and it is therefore crucial that all lawyers 
abide by these principles. Lawyers should not feel compelled to 
attend sittings which are not in line with the principles set out 
above, they are to respectfully decline attendance to such sittings 
and refer the matter to Chamber. 

Once again, we wish to emphasise that these protocols are based 
on recommendations of the public health authorities that will allow 
the courts of justice to re-open within the parameters of a safe 
environment and adopting a risk-based approach.  We, as lawyers, 
are an integral part of the functioning of the courts, and we have 
a responsibility, like the other stakeholders involved in the justice 
system, to ensure that we abide by these recommendations.  It is 
in everyone’s interest that all stakeholders cooperate to ensure 



 

Page | 6 
 

6 

that our courtrooms are kept healthy and safe.  In this context it 
is essential that the steps so far taken to create a forum for 
consultation with all concerned and their representatives, so as to 
identify, understand and quantify risks, to assess possible new 
ways of work in the post-COVID reality, and to implement and 
regularly update control measures to address those risks are 
maintained.  It is therefore in this spirit that we shall keep the 
matter under constant review over the coming week and shall be 
meeting the other stakeholders at the end of that week to evaluate 
whether any changes are necessary to these protocols and to take 
a fresh look after that week’s experience. 

CHAMBER OF ADVOCATES 

VALLETTA 

JUNE 3, 2020 


